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KEEPING KIDS OUT OF HARM’S WAY

‘You gotta be safe’
Salvation 
Army gets
fresh look

Rob Winner - rwinner@daily-chronicle.com

Brody Gillies, 1, of DeKalb, crawls through a tunnel at the Hopkins Park playground Friday as child care provider Kellie Sosa, of Malta, follows close behind. Sosa said 

she holds high standards of safety precautions, including not letting day care kids out of her sight and making sure public playground equipment looks up to code.

As warmer weather arrives, danger increases
By ELENA GRIMM

egrimm@daily-chronicle.com

Bentley Hill doesn’t have to think 

twice about her approach with 

strangers.
“Never, ever talk to strangers, 

unless they’re a kid your age,” the 

8-year-old said. And, “you shouldn’t 

take anything from them, even if 

they’re a kid.”
Though this message has been 

ingrained in Bentley for most of her 

young life, her mom, 33-year old Tra-

cy Hill, said it can’t be said enough.

Hill feels she’s taken the middle 

road when it comes to protecting her 

kids, who are between ages 1 and 8. 

She lets her older ones play outside 

in the yard and lets Bentley walk a 

block to the bus stop, where she can 

watch from the window.

“You gotta be safe, but you can’t 

teach your kids to be afraid of ev-

erybody,” said Hill, who lives in 

DeKalb.
As the days warm up, more kids 

are finding their way outdoors. 

This also coincides with an increase 

in missing child reports, DeKalb 

County Sheriff Roger Scott said, so 

patrol officers are advised to keep an 

eye out for potentially unsafe situa-

tions.
“If the officers see that the kids 

are putting themselves in danger, 

either traffic-wise or something that 

appears suspicious, they will step in 

by normal observation,” Scott said.

If a young child appears to be 

alone, for instance, officers will try 

to find out where the parent or su-

pervisor is and alert the adult of the 

situation.
“Parents don’t always know what 

their kids are doing,” said Monique 

Heilemeier, who directs the Chil-

dren’s Advocacy Center, a program 

under Family Service Agency of 

DeKalb County that provides child-

abuse education and services. “It’s 

not that the child’s trying to be de-

ceptive; they may not understand 

the importance.”
The most important thing par-

ents can do is to know where their 

children are at – and who they are 

with – at all times, stressed Scott and 

Heilemeier. Families should have 

an established plan, such as calling 

home if plans change, or having reg-

ular check-in times, they said.

See SAFE, page A5

By ELENA GRIMM

egrimm@daily-chronicle.com

DeKALB – With some fresh paint and 

fake plants, the food pantry at The Salva-

tion Army has become a brighter place.

The walls in the lower level of the Grove 

Street office, once green and “drab,” as 

food pantry coordinator Gary Billings de-

scribed, are now bright white with deep-

red striping on the lower half. A little bit 

of rearranging, 

some added plants 

and the Salvation 

Army’s red shield 

logo have trans-

formed the food 

pantry.
And Billings 

has only just be-

gun. He started 

the part-time co-

ordinator position 

just four weeks 

ago, though he 

volunteered with 

the organization 

for two years be-

fore that.
“I’ve always 

been pretty fussy about being organized,” 

Billings said.
The new look has not gone unnoticed. 

Clients have told him that it’s brighter, 

but he hasn’t done anything with the light-

ing. Yet.
Along with better lighting, Billings said 

he is working on getting grants for new 

freezers to be able to store more meat for 

the thousands of people who come to the 

food pantry each year.

On average, more than 500 households 

per month were served in 2009, he said. So 

far in 2010, the food pantry, which serves 

all of DeKalb County, is averaging 400 

households a month, some of which are 

coming to The Salvation Army for the first 

time. Billings estimated about 25 new cli-

ents this month alone.

Capt. Michael Cho said the work Bill-

ings and volunteers have done to spruce 

up the facility help meet both spiritual as 

well as physical needs.

“We wanted people to know when they 

come in, it’s not just another social service 

agency. We do it for the love of God,” Cho 

said.
Another initiative Billings started last 

week is called Care to Share. It invites cli-

ents to donate an item from their food pan-

try or home that they know they will not 

be using. Rather than letting it go to waste, 

Billings said this gives them an opportuni-

ty to share with others, “to make them feel 

like they’ll be appreciated,” he said.

It might take a few months to see 

whether the client-to-client program gets 

enough response, Billings acknowledged, 

but he’s willing to try.

Rob Winner – rwinner@daily-chronicle.com

Justin Kees (center) of Cortland spends some time Friday at the Hopkins Park play-

ground with his two children, Jackson, 3, and Madeline, 6. He said he and his wife don’t 

let their children out of sight and said he can’t imagine a day when that will happen.

Beck Diefenbach – bdiefenbach@daily-chronicle.com

David Lumpkin and Jason Weilbaker are head-

ing up Feed ’Em Soup Community Project, an 

effort to get a soup kitchen in the DeKalb area.

Soup mission just an appetizer

Organizers have big plans for project’s future

By CARRIE FRILLMAN

cfrillman@daily-chronicle.com

DeKALB – David Lumpkin 

feels the need to feed.

The 24-year-old lifelong De-

Kalb resident said he recently 

began noticing an increase in 

the number of needy people in 

the area. So he formed a group 

– it started with a few members 

but has grown to 20 – who want-

ed to help.
The Feed ’Em Soup Com-

munity Project was officially 

recognized as a nonprofit orga-

nization March 18, he said. An 

independent grassroots effort, 

its goal is to provide occasional 

meals to the hungry.

“When I was growing up here, 

I just never saw as many home-

less people as I do now,” Lump-

kin said. “... Now I see people 

putting back food at the grocery 

store that they decide they can’t 

afford, or debating between buy-

ing diapers or a gallon of milk.”

Despite its name, Lumpkin 

wants Feed ’Em Soup to provide 

more than just broth and vegeta-

bles for the needy. 

He has a vision for the proj-

ect that includes hearty meals, a 

play area for children and round 

tables.
“We may be starting as a soup 

kitchen, but we have dreams 

to evolve into other things,” 

he said. “We want people to 

stick around after the meal ... it 

should be like Sunday brunch at 

your friend’s house.”

Aside from serving the 

needy, Lumpkin hopes Feed ’Em 

Soup can offer relief to other lo-

cal nonprofits by sharing the 

responsibility of providing for 

others.

See SOUP, page A5

Health reform
might create a
doctor shortage

By LAURAN NEERGAARD

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON – Better beat the crowd 

and find a doctor.
Primary care physicians already are in 

short supply in parts of the country, and the 

landmark health overhaul that will bring 

them millions more newly insured patients 

in the next few years promises extra strain.

The new law goes beyond offering cover-

age to the uninsured, with steps to improve 

the quality of care for the average person 

and help keep us well instead of today’s seek-

care-after-you’re-sick culture. 

See DOCTOR, page A5

Know more

For more information about the 

Feed ’Em Soup Community Proj-

ect, visit www.facebook.com/

feedemsoup.

“We wanted 

people to know 

when they come 

in, it’s not just 

another social 

service agency. 

We do it for the 

love of God.”

Michael Cho
Salvation Army captain
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